
 

 

        International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian people- 29 November 2011 

 

 

Jerusalem, 13 November 2012 

 

Dear friends and partners, 

What shall I say or what can I add to my previous message? 

 

Since 1948, we Palestinians have experienced dispossession and exile. Our diaspora counts today more than 9 
million people all over the world. 

Since 1967, we Palestinians continue to live under occupation. Checkpoints, the separation wall, lack of access 
to farmlands and humiliation are part of our daily life. 

For years, we plead for justice so that peace can come to the two peoples of the Holy Land. For years, we are 
asking for justice and an independent Palestinian state.  

After decades of fruitless negotiations and faced with a shrinking homeland, we felt compelled to go to the 
United Nations to ask for the full recognition of the State of Palestine, but only 8 out of the 15 members of the 
Security Council voted for full recognition – we needed 9 votes. 

On the 29th of November President Mahmoud Abbas will again return to the General Assembly to seek “non-
member state” status. 

It has been a year without peace talks. And it has been a year in which economic conditions for Palestinians 
have deteriorated, Israeli settlements in the West Bank have expanded, and promised reconciliation between 
Palestinian factions has failed to materialize. 

Let us, on this International Day, reaffirm our commitment to translating solidarity into positive action.  The 
international community needs to help steer the situation towards a historic peace agreement.  Failing to 
overcome mistrust will only condemn further generations of Palestinians and Israelis to conflict and suffering.   

 

On this day of Solidarity, we wish no less than justice, peace and the recognition of the inalienable rights of the 
Palestinian people.  

Thanking you for your prayers, your solidarity, and your courage to stand with the rights of the Palestinian 
people. 

 

Claudette Habesch 
Secretary General 
Caritas Jerusalem 


